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Outcome of the Sixth Meeting of the  
Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices  

(AGRI 6-2018) 

Introduction  
0.1 The Sixth Meeting of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (AGRI 6-2018) 
was held in Riga, Latvia, on 15-16 May 2018, upon invitation by the Ministry of Agriculture of Latvia. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by all HELCOM Contracting Parties except for Estonia and Lithuania 
as well as by Observers from the Baltic Farmers Forum for Environment (BFFE), Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) 
and World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), and by the coordinator of PA NUTRI (Annex 1). 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by Ms Tarja Haaranen, Chair of HELCOM Agri group. 

0.4 Ms. Iveta Ozolina, Deputy Director of the Department of Agriculture, welcomed the participants 
to Riga. 

0.5 Mr. Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky, Professional Secretary and Ms. Susanna Kaasinen, Project 
Manager at the HELCOM Secretariat, acted as secretaries of the Meeting. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1, 1-2 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from other HELCOM work of relevance for the Group 

Documents: 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018, held on 6 
March 2018 in Brussels, Belgium (document 2-1). 

2.2 The Meeting also took note of the Ministerial Meeting side event organized by WWF and CCB. 

2.3 The Meeting took note of the plan for the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021 
(document 2-3).  

2.4 The Meeting took note of the information on the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings of 
relevance for the Agri group (document 2-4). 

2.5 The Meeting took note of the Assessment of sources and pathways of nutrient to the Baltic Sea 
(document 2-3, presentation 1). 

2.6 The Meeting welcomed the assessment but pointed out that the use of various methodologies 
for source apportionment hinders the comparison of the assessment results between different countries. 

2.7 The Meeting took note of the suggestion by Finland to increase effort to monitor diffuse nutrient 
inputs in order to get more precise data on changes of input from diffuse sources and assess the effectiveness 
of measures, particularly, by applying automatic monitoring of nitrates and turbidity. The Meeting invited 
Finland to share information on the online monitoring system used in Finland for the Group. 

2.8 The Meeting took note of the information on national nutrient balances in agriculture according 
to the EUROSTAT data and noted that only Denmark and Sweden show a reducing trend for national nitrogen 
balance while the other countries demonstrate stable trends. 
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Agenda Item 3  Revision of part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention 

Documents: 3-1 

3.1 The Meeting recalled that the Agri group prepared a proposal to HOD 53-2017 on the suggested 
scope of the revision of Annex III part 2 of the Helsinki Convention.  

3.2 The Meeting took note that the Heads of Delegation agreed on the scope of the revision 
(document 3-1), decided that the revision is to be started in spring 2018 and requested the Agri group to 
provide a suggestion regarding the time frame of the revision to HOD 54-2018. 

3.3 The Meeting took note of the suggested time frame and working method as presented in 
document 3-1.  

3.4 The Meeting pointed out that only a progress report with a tentative draft can most likely be 
prepared by 2019 but not the final revised version. The Meeting agreed that the ultimate target is to 
elaborate a final draft of the revised Annex in line with the BSAP update process by 2020. 

3.5 The Meeting emphasized that the document should be prepared in a coherent way and that the 
Agri group will assure coherency of the document as well as the involvement of all Contracting Parties into 
the revision procedure. 

3.6 The Meeting agreed that online meetings would be the most suitable working method for the 
drafting. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to launch a doodle poll by 15 June 2018 to identify a suitable 
date for an online drafting group meeting in the end of September. The Meeting also requested the 
Secretariat to share the outcome of the drafting group meeting with the whole Agri group as soon as ready. 

3.7 The Meeting agreed on the following time frame for the revision to be proposed to HOD 54-
2018: 

- First draft of revised paragraphs and the new paragraph prepared by lead countries ready in 
autumn 2018 to be discussed in a dedicated online meeting in the end of September. The glossary 
of terms will be formed during the revision process. 

- Dedicated meeting in connection to workshops on nutrient recycling and manure standards in the 
end of autumn 2018 

- Updated version prepared by lead countries based on comments submitted to the meeting of the 
Agri group in spring 2019 

- Discussion in the subsequent meeting of the Heads of Delegation in summer 2019  

- The revision finalized by end of 2020 

3.8 The Meeting agreed on the following lead countries for the work: 

- Glossary of terms, Denmark 

- Regulation 2 item 3, Poland 

- Regulation 2 item 6, Germany 

- Regulation 2 Item 7, Poland 

- New paragraph on nutrient recycling, Finland 

3.9 The Meeting agreed that the following Contracting Parties and Observers will be part of the 
drafting group: Denmark, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Poland, Sweden, BFFE, WWF and CCB. 

Agenda Item 4  HELCOM recommendations and implementation of HELCOM Agreements 

Documents: 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-3-att1 

4.1 The Meeting recalled that AGRI 5-2017 agreed that the terminology and definitions used in the 
HELCOM Recommendation 24/3 “Measures aimed at the reduction of emissions and discharges from 
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agriculture”, adopted in 2003, are unclear and do not correspond to the current state of knowledge and legal 
requirements. AGRI 5-2017 also agreed that the Recommendation 24/3 is outdated and requires revision. 
The Meeting further recalled that taking into account ongoing national processes related to the mitigation of 
the ammonia emissions and other activities of Agri group, the group had decided to postpone the revision 
and consider it in AGRI 6-2018. 

4.2 The Meeting took note of information on Russian national measures and practices aimed at 
reduction of nitrogen and ammonia emissions (document 4-4, presentation 2). 

4.3 The Meeting took note of information on the EU National Emission Ceilings Directive that 
entered into force in 2016 and includes specific targets to be achieved by 2020 and 2030. In the Annex 3 of 
the directive, there is a number of measures to be considered by the countries when making plans to reduce 
ammonia emissions, which might also be considered in the revision of the Recommendation. 

4.4 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on national requirement aimed at 
reduction of ammonia emissions (presentation 3).  

4.5 The Meeting took note of the information by Latvia on the plan to revise national code of good 
agricultural practices to reduce ammonia emissions and meet national ceiling. Latvia also informed of 
national research project to find suitable measures to reduce ammonia emissions (Annex 2).  

4.6 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland that the reduction of number of animal 
units does not automatically lead to reduction of ammonia emissions due to increase of productivity of 
individual cows. Finland currently meets the national emission ceiling. The trend towards enlarging farms 
and more professional manure management will reduce emissions and thus help Finland to meet national 
emission ceilings in the future. For new manure storages, covering the storage is mandatory. 

4.7 The Meeting took note that Denmark has recently adopted new regulation regarding animal 
husbandry which separates regulation of animal housing and application of manure to agricultural land. 
Denmark regulates the type of manure spreading technology which has to be applied for particular 
agricultural land. Slurry spreading by splash plate has been banned for many years. Buffer zones for 
categorized ammonia-sensitive nature areas for manure application has been established. The municipalities 
issue permits in case of change or enlargement of animal production and the surface area covered with slurry, 
e.g. slurry channels, in stables is the defining factor for ammonia emissions. There are ammonia mitigation 
technologies for housing, e.g. manure cooling, acidification, and also rules for manure storage cover.  

4.8 The Meeting took note of the position of Poland that the revision of the Recommendation 
should be made in synergy with National Ceilings and Nitrates Directives as well as other international 
agreement and conventions. Poland is developing national guideline for reduction of ammonia emissions and 
also national programme to reduce emissions.  

4.9 The Meeting agreed that the update of the Recommendation 24/3 has a link to the revision of 
the Annex III and also pointed out that the revision of the Annex III is the commitment of the group that 
should be prioritised.  

4.10 The Meeting decided that an overview of the ongoing activities in the countries will be made as 
a first step of the revision. The Meeting requested the Chair and the Secretariat to prepare a simple 
questionnaire based on the information presented at the meeting and circulate the questionnaire to the 
group by 15 September 2018. The Meeting agreed that answers to the questionnaire will be supplied to the 
Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 15 February 2019 and a compilation will be submitted to AGRI 
7-2019 to be used as background for the revision. 

4.11 The Meeting took note of the report “Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – 
three years left to reach good environmental status” (document 4-2).  

4.12 The Meeting discussed the implementation of the regional and national measures related to 
agriculture and the low status of implementation of especially national actions. The Meeting agreed on the 
importance of implementing the commonly agreed actions to reach good status environmental status of the 
Baltic Sea. The Meeting also pointed out that the poor status of implementation of HELCOM agreements 
results also from incomplete reporting. 

mailto:susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi
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4.13 The Meeting agreed to verify the data reported to the BSAP implementation follow-up system. 
The Meeting requested the Secretariat to make an extraction from the BSAP implementation follow-up table 
and circulate the information to the group members by 31 May 2018.  

4.14 The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to verify national information on the implementation 
of the national actions and report it to the Secretariat by 14 September 2018. The Meeting requested the 
Secretariat to compile the reports and submit them to AGRI 7-2019 for further evaluation and discussion 
regarding the accomplishment of national actions. 

4.15 The Meeting recalled that AGRI 4-2017 agreed to make a regional overview of the 
implementation of the “Revised Palette of measures for reducing phosphorus and nitrogen losses from 
agriculture” and requested the Secretariat to prepare a template for a questionnaire to be circulated to the 
group. 

4.16 The Meeting took note of the summary of the results from all Baltic Sea coastal countries 
(document 4-3, 4-3-att1). 

4.17 The Meeting welcomed the overview of the implementation of the palette of measures and 
found the information of high relevance to exchange knowledge and the first step to evaluate cost-efficiency 
of measures which might be challenging since cost-efficiency of the measures is often case-specific. 

4.18 The Meeting encouraged the Contracting Parties to utilize the information in the summary in 
their national work to find appropriate measures to reduce nutrient runoff and also in reporting about 
HELCOM commitments. 

4.19 The Meeting concluded that according to the summary results the implementation of this action 
is better than it was evaluated in the BSAP follow-up and invited the countries to take into account the 
overview when revising the BSAP implementation reporting. 

4.20 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to regularly inform the group of implementation of 
measures and introduction of new measures to reduce nutrient runoff. 

Agenda Item 5  Development of national guidelines or standards for nutrient content in manure  

Documents: 5-1, 5-2 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the activities in the regional project “Advanced manure standards 
for sustainable nutrient management and reduced emissions” (document 5-2). 

5.2 The Meeting took note of the first version of the draft HELCOM Recommendation on the use 
of national manure standards that had been developed as part of the Manure Standards project. 

5.3 The Meeting discussed the importance of updating the national manure standards to take into 
account the new technology and increase in efficiency of animal production.   

5.4 The Meeting also acknowledged that the draft recommendation refers to national standards 
and that the countries should work forward to advance national standards and reduce uncertainty of the 
used parameters. In this relation, the Meeting took note that Poland is launching a campaign for manure 
sampling to compile more background data for updating national manure standards. 

5.5 The Meeting pointed out that the work on the revision of the Annex III should be considered in 
the drafting of the recommendation. 

5.6 The Meeting supported in general the draft recommendation and invited the Manure Standard 
project to develop it further. 

Agenda Item 6  Promotion of nutrient accounting at farm level 

Documents: none 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the national developments concerning nutrient accounting: 
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- Denmark: Phosphorus has been included in the annual nutrient accounting on farms. 

- EU: There is currently interest in nutrient management planning.  

- Germany: Digestate from biogas production will be included in national nutrient balances. In 2019, 
obligatory nutrient balance calculations on farms after paragraph 10/1. 

- Poland: The process of formal adoption of national programme of nitrogen reduction from 
agriculture is ongoing. Annual nutrient accounting at farm level is included in the programme obliging 
the farmers to make a nutrient management plan.  

6.2 The Meeting suggested to update the report “Status of nutrient bookkeeping in the Baltic Sea 
countries” published by German Environment Agency and HELCOM in 2015. For that the Contracting Parties 
were invited to review national sections in the report and supply updated information to AGRI 7-2018. 

Agenda Item 7  Nutrient recycling 

Documents: 7-1, 7-2, 7-2-att1, 7-2-att2, 7-3 

7.1 The Meeting took note that the “Overview of nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea countries” 
compiled by the Agri group with input from HELCOM Pressure Working Group has been published on the 
HELCOM website. 

7.2 The Meeting took note that the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 committed to elaborating by 
2020 a Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy. 

7.3 The Meeting also took note that developing the Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy 
is to be one of the priorities of the upcoming HELCOM chairmanship of Finland. 

7.4 The Meeting further took note that HELCOM PRESSURE 2018 supported the plan proposed by 
Finland (document 7-1). 

7.5 The Meeting agreed to the plan as suggested in document 7-1. 

7.6 The Meeting discussed definition of  nutrient recycling and the vision of the strategy and recalled 
that the major guidance has been already provided in the Ministerial Declaration 2018, particularly, 
emphasizing that the strategy has to be focused on measures at source rather than on end-of-pipe solutions.  

7.7 The Meeting highlighted that one of the objectives of the strategy is water protection.  

7.8 The Meeting also pointed out that one of the objectives is to increase efficiency of nutrient 
utilization including replacement of mineral fertilizer using tools such as nutrient accounting. Detachment of 
nutrient cycles between animal production farms and plant production hampers efficient nutrient 
management. 

7.9 The Meeting took note of the BONUS project “RETURN” which aims at increasing the potential 
to reuse nutrients and carbon in the Baltic Sea region. 

7.10 The Meeting welcomed the offer by PA NUTRI to support elaboration of the Strategy and 
participate in the drafting group. 

7.11 The Meeting agreed to establish a drafting group led by Finland consisting of Denmark, Finland, 
Germany, Latvia, Poland and PA NUTRI. The Meeting invited Pressure Working group to inform about the 
participants for the drafting group. The Meeting took note that Sweden will inform later of their participation 
in the drafting group. 

7.12 The Meeting agreed that Finland will specify the work plan after the current version has been 
agreed by HOD 54-2018 and present it at that the first online meeting of the drafting group in September 
2018. Finland also agreed to present draft vision to the Strategy at the Workshop in November 2018. 

7.13 The Meeting recalled that AGRI 4-2017 suggested to start compiling information on the nutrient 
flows and potential of their reuse in the region. 

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Status%20of%20nutrient%20bookkeeping%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20countries.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Status%20of%20nutrient%20bookkeeping%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20countries.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Overview%20of%20nutrient%20recycling%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20countries.pdf
https://www.bonusreturn.com/single-post/2018/04/05/Winners-in-BONUS-RETURN-innovation-challenge-selected
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7.14 The Meeting took note of the information of nutrient flows in Latvia, Poland, Sweden, Finland 
and Germany (documents 7-2, 7-2-att1, 7-2-att2).  

7.15 The Meeting took note that Poland will report updated information as soon as possible. The 
Meeting also took note that Denmark is still working on identification of the nutrient flows in the Baltic Sea 
catchment area and searching for a method to distinguish them from the data for the whole country. The 
Meeting also recalled that some useful data on manure has been compiled by the Baltic Manure project.  

7.16 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to send a reminder to the countries that have not yet 
submitted the available information. 

7.17 The Meeting also took note that Russia will provide information on nutrient flows in agriculture 
but compilation of information on nutrients flows in sewage water systems is challenging. 

7.18 The Meeting recalled that the data from EUROSTAT might be also utilized to estimate nutrient 
flows.  

7.19 The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to inform of ongoing national project relevant to 
elaboration of the Strategy.  

7.20 The Meeting took note that the EU Commission has launched a two-year project on utilization 
of processed manure in the nitrates vulnerable zones and welcomed the offer to present it in the next Agri 
group meeting. 

7.21 The Meeting recalled that AGRI 5-2017 was of the opinion that further work on the nutrient 
recycling matters require financial support and invited the Secretariat to seek for opportunities to apply for 
appropriate funding (e.g. from Interreg project platform). 

7.22 The Meeting took note that a project proposal “Sustainable manure and nutrient management 
for reduction of nutrient loss in the Baltic Sea Region” (SUMANU) was submitted to the Interreg Baltic Sea 
Region project platform call. 

7.23 The Meeting welcomed the project platform application and agreed that it will be valuable 
support for the work on nutrient recycling strategy. 

Agenda Item 8  Transfer of knowledge and technology and exchange of good examples 

8.1  Innovative water management 

Documents: 8.1-1, 8.1-2 

8.1 The Meeting took note that a strategic project initiative, WATERDRIVE, on water management 
and climate change preparedness in rural areas that was discussed in HELCOM AGRI 5-2017 has been 
submitted to the 3rd call of the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme (document 8.1-1). 

8.2 The Meeting was of the view that the project is relevant for improving the implementation of 
water management solutions which is also part of the Agri group work plan.  

8.3 The Meeting supported the project application and pointed out that the focus of the project is 
implementation of the existing measures at local level and in river management plans rather than 
development of new measures which explains the large number of public authorities in the project 
consortium while there are fewer research institutes involved.  

8.4 The Meeting took note of the project proposal “Development of sustainable peatland 
management by re-wetting and paludiculture for nutrient retention in the Neman river catchment” (DESIRE) 
that has been submitted to the 3rd call of the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme (document 8.1-2). 

8.5 The Meeting welcomed the project application and wished it success in the selection procedure.  

8.6 The Meeting discussed and noted information on studies of economic value of paludiculture in 
different countries. The Meeting also pointed out that in case of rewetting of wetlands large resources of 
accumulated phosphorus might be remobilized and that this risk should be addressed in the further 
discussion on the matter. 
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8.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany that Ministry of Environment, Ministry 
of Agriculture and Federal States are currently working together on a national peatland strategy. 

8.8 The Meeting took note of the information by Poland on national research activities on 
revitalization of wetlands and promotion of paludiculture which show the significant of wetlands to increase 
natural retention and reduce nutrient run off.  

8.2 Best available technology in animal farming 

Documents: none 

8.9 The Meeting recalled that the group acknowledged in AGRI 5-2017 that countries have different 
views on BAT and BEP for cattle and a scientific workshop on BAT and BEP could be considered in AGRI 6-
2018. 

8.10 The Meeting agreed to organize a workshop on BAT and BEP for cattle in 2019. 

Agenda Item 9  Future work 

Documents: 9-1, 9-2 

9.1 The Meeting recalled that according to the Terms of Reference of the Agri group that were 
adopted by HOD 46-2014, the Terms of Reference of the group are time-limited to five years and could be 
extended upon agreement of the Heads of Delegation. The Meeting thus noted that the group has a mandate 
towards end of 2019. 

9.2 The Meeting considered and agreed on a self-evaluation of the Work Plan 2017-2018 and Terms 
of Reference of the group (document 9-1). The Meeting took note of the suggestion by Sweden to evaluate 
also involvement of the national environmental and agricultural authorities as well as the contribution of 
different countries into the group’s work. 

9.3 The Meeting also pointed out efficiency of the intersessional work, e.g. online meetings, and 
that this activity should be enhanced bearing in mind the intensive work envisaged for the upcoming years. 

9.4 The Meeting took note of the comment by Poland highlighting the importance of timely 
submission of the documents according to HELCOM rules of procedure. 

9.5 The Meeting took note of the comment by WWF that the implementation of the tasks for the 
Group’s work plan strongly depends on national implementation and that progress in such tasks as 2 or 5 in 
the work plan require active national implementation. 

9.6 The Meeting updated the Agri group Work Plan for 2018-2019 (Annex 3).  

9.7 The Meeting agreed that there is a need to extend the mandate of the group or even turn the 
Agri group into a permanent working group. The Meeting pointed out that a longer mandate would serve for 
creation of a long-term vision. The Meeting also pointed out that as the goal of the Baltic Sea Action Plan to 
reach good environmental status will be kept in the revised version by 2030, the need for the Agri group to 
work on reducing nutrient runoff from agriculture will remain in the future. 

9.8 The Meeting suggested to update the Terms of Reference for the Agri group bearing in mind 
the commitments from the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018. 

9.9 The Meeting stressed the need to cooperate closer with HELCOM Pressure Working Group. 

9.10 The Meeting agreed to arrange a workshop devoted to manure standards and nutrient recycling 
back-to-back with the Agri group dedicated meeting on revision of the Annex III. The Meeting agreed that 
the workshop will be organized on 6-8 November 2018. Poland will consider hosting the workshop with the 
support of PA NUTRI and Manure Standards project. The Meeting decided that the next meeting of the group 
(AGRI 7-2019) will be held on the week from 18 to 22 March 2019. The Meeting invited Contracting Parties 
to consider hosting the Meeting.  
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Agenda Item 10  Any other business 

Documents: 10-1, 10-2 

10.1 The Meeting checked and updated the list of contact addresses and observers of the Agri group 
(document 9-1) as contained in Annex 4. 

10.2 The Meeting took note of the major activities of the Coalition Clean Baltic network with regards 
to water protection in agriculture in 2017 (document 10-2). 

10.3 The Meeting took note of the initiative of CCB, WWF and BSAG to organize “A Greener 
Agriculture for a Bluer Baltic Sea” conference tentatively in December 2018 in Minsk, Belarus. 

10.4 The Meeting took note of the NGO concerns regarding the EU CAP after 2020 for the BSR 
(document 10-3, presentation 4). 

10.5 The Meeting took note of the information by the EU that proposal on CAP after 2020 is still under 
discussion. 

10.6 The Meeting took note of the ongoing work in Poland to delete agricultural hot spots and to 
revise some of them in accordance with the HELCOM procedure. 

Agenda Item 11  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents:  11-1 

11.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of AGRI 6-2018 as contained in document 11-1. 

11.2 The Outcome of the Meeting was finalized by the Secretariat and made available in the HELCOM 
Meeting Portal together with the documents and presentation given during the Meeting. 
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Annex 1 List of participants 
Representing Name Organization  Email address  
Chair Tarja Haaranen Ministry of the Environment tarja.haaranen@ym.fi 
Denmark Wibke Christel Ministry of Environment and Food  wibch@mfvm.dk 
European Union Marco Bonetti EU Commission marco.bonetti@ec.europa.eu 
Finland Sanni Turunen EUSBSR PA Nutri / Ministry of the Environment  sanni.j.turunen@ym.fi 
Finland Sirkka Tattari Finnish Environment Institute sirkka.tattari@ymparisto.fi 
Finland Marja-Liisa tapio-Biström Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry marja-liisa.tapio-bistrom@mmm.fi 
Germany Katrin Kuka Julius-Kuehn-Institute - Federal Research Centre for Cultivated 

Plants 
katrin.kuka@julius-kuehn.de 

Latvia Iveta Ozolina Ministry of Agriculture Iveta.Ozolina@zm.gov.lv 
Latvia Baiba Zasa Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development  baiba.zasa@varam.gov.lv 
Latvia Ieva Branicka Ministry of Agriculture Ieva.Branicka@zm.gov.lv 
Poland Beata Jurga The Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation - State Research 

Institute 
bjurga@iung.pulawy.pl 

Poland Andrzej Podscianski Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development andrzej.podscianski@minrol.gov.pl 
Russia Vladislav Minin Institute for Engineering and Environmental Problems in 

Agricultural Production 
minin.iamfe@mail.ru 

Sweden Ann Kristin Eriksson Swedish Board of Agriculture AnnKristin.Eriksson@jordbruksverket.se 
Sweden (online) Josefin Hjort Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management josefin.hjort@havochvatten.se 
Observer Airi Kulmala BFFE airi.kulmala@mtk.fi 
Observer Aleksei Lotman WWF alex@elfond.ee 
Observer Lennart Gladh Coalition Clean Baltic lennart@gladhetplana.se 
HELCOM Secretariat Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky HELCOM dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi 
HELCOM Secretariat Susanna Kaasinen HELCOM susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi 

mailto:tarja.haaranen@ym.fi
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Annex 2 Measures and practices aimed at reduction of ammonia emissions 
in Latvia 
 

4-1 Revision of HELCOM Recommendation 24/3 

Information on national measures and practices aimed at reduction of ammonia emissions as a starting 

point for the discussion on the revision of the Recommendation 24/3. 

In order to fulfill of the NEC directive in Latvia it is planned to revise existing Codes of Good Agricultural 

Practices untill the 1st of April, year 2019, adding Ammonia emission reduction measures. Concerning to 

that, in years 2016 and 2017 there had been researh project carried on selection of appropriate ammonia 

emission reduction measures in agriculture and assesment on effectiveness of the measures. Researh 

project was carried out also to elaborate suggestions for codes of Good Agricultural Practices for ammonia 

reduction measures, and, possibly, for determination of ammonia reduction measures, which have to be 

set in national legislation. Currently Ministry of Agriculture is working on that.  

However there are requirements with positive effect on reduction of ammonia emissions in existing 

national legislation: 

1. Requirements concernig reduction of ammonia emissions in Cabinet Regulation No.834 Adopted 23 

December 2014  ,,Regulations on protection of water and soil from nitrate pollution caused as a 

result of agricultural activity” are: 

 Solid manure and fermentation residues shall be incorporated into the ground within 24 hours 

after spreading, whereas liquid manure and urine - within 12 hours.  

 when using fertilisers, the maximum permissible norms of nitrogen for cultivated plants laid shall 

not be exceeded in NVZ.  

2. Requirements concerning reduction of ammonia emissions in Cabinet Regulation No.829 Adopted 

23 December 2014 “Special requirements for the Performance of Polluting Activities in Animal 

Housing”: 

 When arranging solid manure storage area outside animal housing the livestock manure shall be 

covered with protective layer of at least 20 centimetres thick absorbent material (straw, peat, 

chips) or waterproof material in order to limit exposure to atmospheric deposition, to prevent run-

off and evaporation of volatile substances. 

 The storage facilities of liquid manure, semi-liquid manure and urine shall be of closed type or shall 

have a permanent natural or artificial floating covering layer, which reduces evaporation. The 

floating covering layer shall continuously cover the surface of the storage facility. Where necessary, 

the natural covering layer shall be supplemented. 
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Annex 3 Draft updated Work Plan for HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group) 2018-2019 
No. ACTION LEAD/RESPONSIBLE INTERLINKED ACTIVITIES TIME FRAME 

Action 1  Review and revise part II of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention and implementation of the provision1 

1 Review and revise part II of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention Contracting parties 
Drafting Group 
Lead countries for specific 
sections 

To use the input from 
activities below 

2019 [2020] 

Action 2.  Annual accounting at farm level2: 

2 The group will discuss progress in implementation in the 
regular group meetings and identify what kind of assistance is 
needed from the Contracting Parties.  
 
A Guideline based on the best regional practices to promote 
annual nutrient accounting at farm level. 

Germany to lead 
national experts 

Contribution by Manure 
Standards project 
Contribution by Water 
PUCK project. 

2019 
[2020] 

Action 3. Developing guidelines /recommendation to use of standards for nutrient content in manure 3 

3 Develop HELCOM Guidelines/recommendations for the use of 
national manure standards 

Secretariat to lead with 
the support by the 
Manure Standards 
project 
 

Cooperation with PA 
Bioeconomy of the EUSBSR 

In accordance with 
the project 
implementation 
plan, 
tentatively 2019 

                                                           
1 By 2016 review and an update part II of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention, in order to better serve the purposes of reaching Good Environmental Status, and implementation and 
enforcement of the provisions, in particular taking into account the following commitments of the Contracting Parties of the Copenhagen Ministerial Meeting 
2 To promote and advance towards applying by 2018 at the latest annual nutrient accounting at farm level taking into account soil and climate conditions giving the possibility to reach 
nutrient balanced fertilization and reduce nutrient losses at regional level in the countries, noting the positive examples of mandatory requirements on nutrient bookkeeping in some 
HELCOM countries and with an aim to apply it region-wide, as a first step, in areas critical to nutrient losses 
3 Support development by 2016 of national guidelines or standards for nutrient content in manure, and develop by 2018 guidelines/recommendation on the use of such standards 
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3a     

Action 4.  Promote development of appropriate methodology for phosphorus recycling (the action has been accomplished in the current context) 
Development of the Regional nutrient recycling strategy 

4 Elaborate a Baltic Sea Nutrient Recycling Strategy4 
 

Finland  
Drafting group 

In cooperation with 
PRESSURE 
PA Nutri, PA Bioeconomy 
and PA Hazard of EUSBSR 
Projects 

[2020] 

Action 5.  Enhance transfer of knowledge and technology and exchange of good examples 

5 With regard to application of innovative water management 
measures, to ensure that upgrading and renovation of the 
agricultural drainage systems aims at reducing nutrient loads 
taking into account climate change consequences. . 

All Contracting Parties Cooperation with PA 
Bioeconomy and Nutri of 
the EUSBSR 
Projects 

 
Workshop [2020] 
continuous 

5a Address issues regarding BAT and BEP for cattle farms 
throughout the region taking into account its exclusion from 
BREF on intensive rearing of poultry and pigs. Launch an activity 
to collect information on national BREFS for cattle farming.  
Consider a project application based on the results of the stock 
taking. 
Consider a HELCOM document providing guidance to develop 
BAT for cattle farming. 

Contracting Parties 
[lead country approach] 
[project] 

EU activities regarding BREF 
for the intensive rearing of 
poultry and pigs 
 

Workshop in 2019 
 

5b Knowledge sharing on national measures to mitigate 
atmospheric emissions from agriculture 

Lead country to be 
identified 

Contribution by EMEP, 
HELCOM PLC IG and 
RedCore DG 

Workshop 2019 
[2020] 

                                                           
4 to initiate activity to identify/verify areas critical to N and P losses, utilizing the available data and as a starting point, to enable directing targeted and cost-effective measures where they can 
bring the greatest environment effect, e.g. compulsory measures on manure handling (storage and application) for installations of intensive rearing of cattle, poultry and pigs 
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Update of the HELCOM Recommendation 24/3 Measures aimed 
at the reduction of emissions and discharges from agriculture 

 

Action 6.  Exchange experiences and ideas for potential development of policy instruments, both voluntary and mandatory and contribution to the 
update of the BSAP 

6  Exchange information on new measures to reduce nutrient 
load from agriculture. 
Sharing knowledge on the effectiveness of agri-environmental 
measures. 
Elaboration of suggestions to facilitate implementation of 
effective measures based on analysis of the factors driving and 
hampering practical implementation of various measures. 
Exchange of experiences and analyses of impact of CAP.  

Contracting Parties  EU CAP reform 
PA Nutri and PA 
Bioeconomy,  
Projects, Cooperation with 
observers 

2019 [2021] 
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Annex 4 Contact addresses of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group) 
 

Contact addresses of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group) in the Contracting Parties 
Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Chair Tarja Haaranen Ministry of the Environment Tarja.haaranen@ym.fi 
Denmark Wibke Christel Ministry of Environment and Food wibch@mfvm.dk 
Denmark Liva Vejlgaard Danish Agricultural Agency LIVVEJ@lbst.dk 
Estonia Katarina Oganjan Ministry of the Environment katarina.oganjan@envir.ee 
Estonia Timo Kangur Ministry of the Environment timo.kangur@envir.ee 
Estonia Merje Põlma Ministry of Rural Affairs merje.polma@agri.ee 
European 
Union 

Marco Bonetti European Commission marco.bonetti@ec.europa.eu 

Finland Sonja Pyykkönen Ministry of the Environment Sonja.pyykkonen@ym.fi 
Finland Marja-Liisa Tapio-Biström Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry marja-liisa.tapio-bistrom@mmm.fi 
Finland Sirkka Tattari Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) sirkka.tattari@ymparisto.fi 
Finland Sanni Turunen EUSBSR PA Nutri/Ministry of the Environment Sanni.j.turunen@ym.fi 
Germany Frederike Balzer (parental leave) Federal Environment Agency frederike.balzer@uba.de 
Germany Hans-Eberhard Kape LMS Agrarberatung, Zuständige Stelle für landwirtschaftliches 

Fachrecht und Beratung (LFB) 
hekape@lms-beratung.de 

Germany Karsten Lorenz Ministerium für Landwirtschaft K.Lorenz@lm.mv-regierung.de 
Germany Katrin Kuka Julius Kühn-Institut katrin.kuka@julius-kuehn.de 
Germany Ewald Schnug Federal Research Centre for Cultivated Plants jki-pb@vodafone.de 
Germany Dietrich Schulz Federal Environment Agency schulzdi51@t-online.de 
Latvia Iveta Ozolina  Ministry of Agriculture of Latvia Iveta.ozolina@zm.gov.lv 
Lithuania Jolanta Lapinskienė (parental 

leave) 
Ministry of Agriculture JolantaJ@zum.lt 

Lithuania Saulius Jasius Ministry of Agriculture saulius.jasius@zum.lt 
Lithuania Monika Untoniene Ministry of Environment monika.untoniene@am.lt 
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Lithuania Tatjana Zabulienė (parental 
leave) 

Ministry of Environment t.zabuliene@am.lt 

Poland Adriana Dembowska, National Water Management Authority (organization no longer 
exists) 

adriana.dembowska@kzgw.gov.pl 

Poland Magda Chreptowicz- Liszewska  National Water Management Authority (organization no longer 
exists) 

magda.chreptowicz-liszewska@kzgw.gov.pl 

Poland Monika Zabrzenska-Chaterera Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development Monika.Zabrzenska-Chaterera@minrol.gov.pl 
Poland Krzysztof Smaczyński Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development Krzysztof.Smaczynski@minrol.gov.pl 
Poland Andrzej Podscianski Ministry of Agriculture Andrzej.podscianski@minrol.gov.pf 
Poland Tamara Jadczyszyn Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation – State Research 

Institute 
tj@iung.pulawy.pl 

Poland Beata Jurga Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation – State Research 
Institute 

bjurga@iung.pulawy.pl 

Poland Jacek Walczak National Research Institute of Animal Production jacek.walczak@izoo.krakow.pl 
Poland Zuzanna Majewska Institute of Technology and Life Sciences z.majewska@ltp.edu.pl 
Poland Domika Duszkowska Institute of Technology and Life Sciences d.juszkowska@itp.edu.pl 
Russia Vladislav Minin Institute of Agri Engineering and Environment Problems of 

Agriculture 
minin.iamfe@mail.ru 

Sweden Håkan Alfredsson Swedish Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation hakan.alfredsson@regeringskansliet.se 
Sweden Ulrika Askling  Swedish Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation ulrika.askling@regeringskansliet.se 
Sweden Magnus Bång Swedish Board of Agriculture magnus.bang@jordbruksverket.se 
Sweden Carina Carlsson Ross Swedish Board of Agriculture carina.carlsson-ross@jordbruksverket.se 
Sweden Josefin Hjort Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management (SwAM) josefin.hjort@havochvatten.se 

 

Contact addresses of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group) in the Observer organizations  
Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Baltic Farmers Forum on Environment 
(BFFE) 

Airi Kulmala Central Union of Agricultural Producers and Forest Owners (MTK) airi.kulmala@mtk.fi 

Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) Mikhail Durkin Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) mikhail.durkin@ccb.se 
Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) Maria Staniszewska Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB) biuro@pkegliwice.pl 
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World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Aleksei Lotman Estonian Fund for Nature alexlotman@gmail.com 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Jan Wärnbäck WWF jan.warnback@wwf.se 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Marta Kalinowska WWF Poland mkalinowska@wwf.pl 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Anna Sosnowska WWF Poland asosnowska@wwf.pl 
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	Annex 1 List of participants
	Annex 2 Measures and practices aimed at reduction of ammonia emissions in Latvia
	Annex 3 Draft updated Work Plan for HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group) 2018-2019
	Annex 4 Contact addresses of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group)
	Contact addresses of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group) in the Contracting Parties
	Contact addresses of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group) in the Observer organizations


